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Preface 4

Commercial Accommodation Monitor: December 2015 — West Coast presents
comprehensive and impartial information on short-term commercial accommodation for
the West Coast Regional Tourism Organisation (RTO) area, from the Accommodation
Survey. This survey is run by Statistics New Zealand on behalf of the Ministry of
Business, Innovation & Employment.

The data relates to the areas covered by the following local authorities:
1 Buller District
1 Grey District
1 Westland District

Comparisons of monthly data with the same month of the previous year need to be
treated with caution, as data for one period may be influenced by events for which there
is no equivalent in the previous period (eg Chinese New Year, Easter).

For further data and commentary, see the monthly Accommodation Survey Hot Off the
Press, and the monthly pivot tables — with variables by RTO and local authority area —
both available on the Statistics NZ website (www.stats.govt.nz).

The January 2016 monitor will be released on 10 March 2016.

Liz MacPherson
Government Statistician
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Standards and further information

Percentage changes

Percentage movements are, in a number of cases, calculated using data of greater
precision than that published. This could result in slight variations.

Rounding procedures

On occasion, figures are rounded to the nearest thousand or some other convenient unit.
This may result in a total disagreeing slightly with the total of the individual items as
shown in tables. Where figures are rounded the unit is in general expressed in words
below the table headings, but where space does not allow this the unit may be shown as
(000) for thousands, etc.

Source

All data is compiled by Statistics New Zealand, except where otherwise stated. Both
administrative and survey data has been used in this report.

Liability
While all care and diligence has been used in processing, analysing and extracting data
and information in this report, Statistics NZ gives no warranty it is error free and will not be

liable for any loss or damage suffered as a result of the use, directly or indirectly, of
information in this report.

Statistics New Zealand Information Centre

For help finding and using statistical information available on our website, contact the
Information Centre:

Email: info@stats.govt.nz

Phone toll-free: 0508 525 525

Phone international: +64 4 931 4600

Fax: +64 4 931 4610

Post: P O Box 2922, Wellington 6140, New Zealand
Website: www.stats.govt.nz

Contact for the Commercial Accommodation

Monitor

John Gudgeon or Craig Liken
Wellington 04 931 4600
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
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1 Highlights 4

Monthly highlights

In December 2015 compared with December 2014:
1 Guest nights fell 0.9 percent to 149,404
International guest nights fell 3.0 percent to 95,523
Domestic guest nights rose 3.1 percent to 53,881
The average length of stay fell from 1.38 nights to 1.34 nights

The overall occupancy rate fell from 48.4 percent to 47.5 percent
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The occupancy rate, excluding holiday parks, was 54.9 percent in December
2015

1 Accommaodation capacity, excluding holiday parks, fell 3.9 percent.

Response rates for December 2015
The response rate for the West Coast RTO area was 79 percent for December 2015.

The proportion of the origin-of-guest estimate from unadjusted data was 65 percent.

Figure 1.1
West Coast RTO Area Monthly Guest Nights
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Figure 1.2

West Coast RTO Area Monthly Guest Nights
Change from same month of previous year
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Year ended highlights
For the year ended December 2015 compared with the previous year:
1 Guest nights rose 6.4 percent to 1,279,067
International guest nights rose 8.7 percent to 759,878
Domestic guest nights rose 3.3 percent to 519,189

1

1

1 The average length of stay rose from 1.41 nights to 1.42 nights

1 The overall occupancy rate rose from 35.7 percent to 37.3 percent
1

The occupancy rate, excluding holiday parks, was 45.0 percent for the year
ended December 2015

1 Accommodation capacity, excluding holiday parks, rose 0.3 percent.
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Figure 1.3
West Coast RTO Area Annual Guest Nights
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2 Accommodation variables 4

In December 2015, compared with December 2014, there was a decrease of 0.9
percent in total guest nights for the West Coast RTO area. Backpackers had the largest
decrease, followed by hotels. Holiday parks had the largest increase.

For the year ended December 2015, compared with the previous December year, total
guest nights for the West Coast RTO area increased 6.4 percent. Hotels had the largest
increase, followed by holiday parks.

See table 2.1 for comparisons of data across the main accommodation variables.
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Table 2.1
West Coast Accommodation Variables
By accommodation type
Monthly and year ended®®
Monthly Annual
December Percentage Year ended Percentage
Accommodation type 2014 | 2015 change |December 2014|December 2015 change
Guest nights
Total guest nights 150,709 149,404 -0.9 1,201,585 1,279,067 6.4
International 98,451 95,523 -3.0 699,191 759,878 8.7
Domestic 52,258 53,881 3.1 502,394 519,189 3.3
Hotels 35,857 32,193 -10.2 263,000 286,929 9.1
Motels/apartments 43,156 44,455 3.0 393,192 410,991 4.5
Backpackers 35,520 30,251 -14.8 273,505 285,515 4.4
Holiday parks 36,177 42,505 175 271,887 295,632 8.7
Occupancy rates® (%)
Hotels 43.3 49.2 13.8 34.4 38.4 11.9
Motels/apartments 60.1 62.8 4.5 51.1 53.7 5.0
Backpackers 63.9 53.9 -15.7 43.9 44.1 0.3
Holiday parks 31.6 32.1 15 20.6 21.4 3.7
Total 48.4 47.5 -1.8 35.7 37.3 4.7
Total excluding holiday parks® 55.9 54.9 -1.9 42.9 45.0 4.8
Average length of stay®
Hotels 1.25 1.21 -3.6 1.34 1.29 -3.8
Motels/apartments 1.34 1.36 1.6 1.43 1.40 -2.0
Backpackers 1.40 1.40 0.2 1.43 1.42 -0.5
Holiday parks 1.58 1.40 -11.2 1.42 1.58 11.2
Total 1.38 1.34 -2.7 1.41 1.42 0.6
Guest arrivals
Hotels 28,619 26,656 -6.9 195,932 222,182 13.4
Motels/apartments 32,170 32,614 1.4 274,685 292,962 6.7
Backpackers 25,439 21,615 -15.0 191,540 200,967 4.9
Holiday parks 22,903 30,312 324 191,712 187,405 -2.2
Total 109,130 111,197 1.9 853,868 903,516 5.8
Establishments
Hotels 37 35 -5.4 37 35 -5.4
Motels/apartments 71 70 -14 71 70 -1.4
Backpackers 24 25 4.2 24 25 4.2
Holiday parks 19 20 5.3 19 20 5.3
Total 151 150 -0.7 151 150 -0.7
Capacity®
Hotels 40,269 35,743 -11.2 421,858 414,702 -1.7
Motels/apartments 31,651 31,217 -1.4 368,230 364,995 -0.9
Backpackers 47,182 47,461 0.6 530,119 544,517 2.7
Holiday parks 53,816 55,087 2.4 632,983 632,132 -0.1
Total 172,918 169,508 -2.0 1,953,190 1,956,346 0.2

(1) Reclassifications, new businesses, ceased businesses, and temporary closures may affect figures.

(2) Irregular events, such as airshow s and Easter, may affect percentage changes and other figures.

(3) Occupancy rates are calculated as the ratio of used stay-unit nights to available stay-unit nights.

(4) Holiday parks often have high capacity and can mislead w hen included in total occupancy rates.

(5) Average length of stay is calculated as the ratio of guest nights to guest arrivals.

(6) Capacity is calculated as the number of available stay-units multiplied by the number of days in the month.
Symbol:

C confidential
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